
 
 
POLITICS OF THE DEVELOPING WORLD  
 
Development, democracy, and…why did Pizarro, and not Atahualpa, win? 
 
Number of sessions: 30 
Length of each session: 1,5 h 
Total length of the module: 45 hours 
 
INTRODUCTION TO THE COURSE 
 
This is an introductory course to the politics of development from a comparative 
perspective.  We will be addressing development issues across different points in time 
and across different world regions.  Two main topics/concepts will be analysed 
throughout the semester: development and the state.  We will study Latin America, 
Africa, and Asia, which form part of what is known as the developing world or Third 
World, which in fact we will make a problem out of this labelling.  We will as well 
present a comparative overview of the Latin American, African, and Asian regions in 
general; and address and familiarise ourselves with the debates surrounding the virtues 
& vices of market economies (and globalisation).  In addition, we will seek to answer 
part of this course title’s premise/question, why did Francisco Pizarro (Spanish 
conquistador) won over Atahualpa (Inca Emperor)? throughout the semester.  A 
cultural component, a film or play (related to development politics), will be part of this 
course by the end of the semester. 
 
REQUIREMENTS 
 

• Fluent in English 
• No background knowledge in economics is required for this course. 
• NOTE: Every written assignment in this class can be submitted in English, 

Spanish, Catalan, and/or Portuguese.  Nonetheless, our class discussions and 
readings will be in English. 

 
CONTENTS 
 
• Politics of development 
• Conceptualising development, democracy, the state, globalisation 
• Development policies and the developing world 
• Development in Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, and Asia 
• Regions in comparative perspective: The Developing World? 
• Post-Keynes’ Debates 
• State, development, and other concerns 
 
GRADING (THERE WILL BE NO EXAMS IN THIS COURSE) 
 



 
Discussion Papers (30%): Each student will write a 5-page (double-spaced) reaction 
paper criticizing and analyzing the readings pertaining to a preselected day.  This task 
will be performed twice during the semester. 
 
Research Paper (40%): This assignment will be divided in four parts throughout the 
semester.  In this way, we can elaborate and discuss your ideas on what and how to 
write your final research paper assignment.  The final paper will consist of 15 pages 
(double-spaced). 
 
Presentation in class (10%): Each student will present his or her final research paper in 
class. 
 
Reaction Critical Paper (10%): Each student will read another classmate’s paper, 
listen to his/her paper presentation, and criticise the same ones.  The student will submit 
a 5-page word-processed document (double-spaced) highlighting your comments, 
critiques, and questions posed to your classmate during his/her presentation and your 
level of satisfaction with the answers received in an orderly way.  YOUR COMMENTS 
WILL NOT HAVE ANY INFLUENCE ON YOUR CLASSMATE’S GRADING. 
 
Attendance (10%) 
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