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APPLICATION

Please submit your online application by:

Oct. 1 2012

Course Description and Application

www.purchase.edu/studyabroad

Contact Info
Tel: 914-251-6032

Email: study.abroad@purchase.edu
International Programs and Services

Student Services Bldg., Room 216

Purchase College

State University of New York

735 Anderson Hill Road

Purchase, NY 10577

For Academic Questions Contact

Susan G. Letcher, Program Director 
Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies 
Tel: (914)-251-6646 susan.letcher@purchase.edu
http://openscholar.purchase.edu/susanletcher
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Costa Rica 

Tropical Ecosystems: Diversity & Sustainability

Winter Session Program 
in Costa Rica

· Hands-on experiential learning
· Biodiversity and conservation 
· Natural resource management
· Human-ecosystem interactions
· Science and non-science majors


PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
Purchase College SUNY offers a three-week winter program in Costa Rica studying the balance between conservation and human use in a diverse set of tropical ecosystems, centered on the goal of long-term sustainability.

LOCATION
The Central American nation of Costa Rica is only 0.03% of the Earth’s land area, but it holds an estimated 4% of the world’s biodiversity. The mountain ranges that bisect the country divide it into a host of diverse climate zones, each harboring different species, from lowland rain forest to dry forest to the tundra-like páramo on the highest peaks. More than 25% of the nation’s land is set aside for conservation. As a stable democracy dedicated to peace and sustainable development, Costa Rica has become an international hub for research in biodiversity and natural resource management. 
In this program, students travel to six major field sites in Costa Rica, and visit national parks, agricultural areas, and private reserves. Highlights include La Selva Biological Station, a renowned center for ecology and conservation research in the lowland rainforest; Palo Verde National Park, which contains wetlands of international importance and remnants of threatened tropical dry forest; and Cuericí Biological Station, a family-owned farm and ecological preserve in the high-elevation oak forest.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Students live in field station dormitories with 3-6 people per room. Stations range from large international scientific facilities to very rural sites accessible only by hiking trails. Three meals are provided daily. 


CLASSES & ACTIVITIES
Students enroll in a four credit course cross-listed in Environmental Studies and Latin American Studies, exploring the diversity of tropical ecosystems, the history of conservation in Costa Rica, and the current balance between land protection and economic development. We will visit natural areas to learn about biodiversity and ecosystem functioning, and visit agricultural areas and human-modified ecosystems to get a first-hand view of how human activity affects living systems. Learn where your coffee, bananas, pineapples, and cane sugar come from, and how local farmers are integrating crop production and wildlife conservation. Most of the course activities will be field-based, often guided by Costa Ricans to offer a local perspective.

ELIGIBILITY
Open to Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors with a GPA of at least 2.5; above average maturity, no disciplinary history; physically capable and healthy enough for field work, hiking, and backpacking.  Instruction is in English; Spanish is not required.

COST
Please refer to the Costa Rica program website for program costs. All costs are subject to change. Space is limited, so please submit your application as early as possible. A $200 non-refundable deposit is due upon acceptance. It may be possible to apply existing financial aid awards; speak with the Financial Aid office on your campus.
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