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Course Overview:
On almost a daily basis we see incidents that involve attempted ethnic cleansing, terrorist attacks designed to destabilize political and social systems, and ideological battles for control of the minds and allegiances of individuals and populations.  

This course will take place in Berlin, where ideologies clashed in violent and not so violent ways from World War II to the Cold War.  This is an ideal environment to take an in-depth look at the psychology of social control.

During student’s time in Berlin, they will work in teams to investigate social control.  The investigations will be built around “knowledge hunts.”  Students will receive daily assignments for their knowledge hunt and then move throughout Berlin to track down information.  For example, there is a monument to the Nazi book burning at Humboldt University.  Students might investigate this event, asking questions such as why books were burned, which books were burned, which authors were targeted, what are the implications of restricting access to literature, what were the goals intended by the Nazi government, etc.  

Students will regroup each evening at the Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Campus in Berlin to discuss what they discovered from their teams assignment, to look at the psychological implications of the events investigated, and to plan further to expand each team’s assignment.  

While in Berlin, students will also have an opportunity to look at the contributions made by psychologist in Germany to the field.  In particular, a day trip to Leipzig is planned to look at the pioneering work of Wilhelm Wundt.  

Goals:
1—To broaden student’s multicultural experiences.

2—To provide exposure to social control as practiced in a real life laboratory 

3—To foster teamwork and shared responsibility

4—To increase confidence operating in another cultural setting.

.

Learning Objectives:
1—students will be exposed to another culture and will develop appropriate behaviors and appreciations of that culture as compared to American culture.
2--students will follow the Scientific Method in their knowledge hunt developing an understanding and practical experience in the process of scientific inquiry.  
3--students will be gain an understanding into political, economic, and social forces that can be used to subvert individuals and groups 
4—students will gain an understanding of how social systems can evolve, and distort,  over time

5—students will have first-hand experience with the psychological consequences of social control and divided political boundaries

Knowledge Hunt Guide for students—to be filled out as the hunt progresses: see below 

Knowledge Hunt Guide
Date:

Team members:

Knowledge Hunt Topic:

Data sources/contacts:

Historical Background:

Findings:

Psychological interpretations and implications:

Areas for further investigation:  

