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PSCI 432
Evolution of European Government and Society
=
Instructors: Dr. Sally Brasher  and Dr. Niel Brasher
Email: sbrasher@Shepherd.edu

Course Structure:     This is a study abroad course that features an in-depth focus on Global and European governmental and non-governmental decision-making and organizations, both from a contemporary and historical perspective.  The course meets in Scotland, Belgium, Netherland, Italy, Greece and Turkey.
 The program will employ hands-on learning in order to give students an experiential understanding of the history of European political thought and political systems. This is not your typical study abroad course where students go to a foreign country and take classes at a host university.  It uses a holistic approach that maximizes the international experience. 
The holistic experience means students should get an appreciation of not only European economic and political systems, but also gain an understanding of European society and culture, both past and present. To achieve this end, we will not only focus on historical trends of various states, but also compare these with contemporary issues. In addition we will consider changes in culture and society as depicted in the art and architectural treasures of Europe. 
Course Description:  This is a study abroad course that features an in-depth focus on European Governmental and Non-Governmental decision-making and organizations, both from a contemporary and historical perspective.  A major focus will be on understanding the workings of NATO and the European Union.  The course also looks at Europe in the context of trends of globalization, localization and human rights.  The course meets in Europe and has a substantial online component.

Learning  Objectives:  Upon completion of this course, students will be able to:
· Understand how global and regional IGOs and NGOs are shaping policy outcomes.
· Understand U.S./European Relations as they relate to security matters and political economy.  
· Apply the knowledge of European economic and security structures to contemporary events. 
· Examine how economic trends shape political and social trends.
· Understanding and appreciation of the value of history and culture in understanding contemporary economic and political decisions.  
· Enhance and sharpen analytical abilities and communication skills. 
· Re-think and re-examine their own goals, aspirations and values.  



PSCI 432 Required Readings:
Students are responsible for all of the readings in the course packet handed out at the organizational meeting. 

Assignments:  Pre-departure writing assignment (preparation): Read the assigned readings and take the following quizzes on Sakai:  
1. Belgium Quiz
2. EU Quiz
3. NATO
4. Political Economy 
5. Scotland 
All quizzes must be completed prior to departure on May 12 (Monday). 

Participation in Europe: The instructor considers this course to be a seminar (an exchange of ideas and information); thus your grade will be dependent on active participation in briefings and lectures. The student is expected to attend every briefing and class session. The journal assignment (listed below) will include your notes on briefings and visits. During our travels there will be times when the instructor will ask you to reflect on ideas, concepts and places we have visited. 

Journal Assignment:  You will turn in a typed journal by the end of the trip which will reflect your thoughts on the meetings as well as the answer to journal questions posed during the trip. A final essay question will be given in Europe that will be included in your journal. It will be included with your Journal Assignment for HIST 360. See below. 

Media Presentation: You will be responsible for creating a five minute multi-media (power point, prezi, video) presentation on a topic of culture in Europe. Your topic could be for example within art, architecture, public history, traditions or folk culture, use of public space, religion, language, etc. You may choose a theme that illustrates some of the larger journal topic questions. 


Grading:
Your grade will be determined as follows: 
Preparation(online) – 30%
Participation – 20%
Journal Assignment – 40 % 
             Project – 10%	


The face-to-face portion of this course begins at 9:00 PM l(local time) at Newark AIrport and ends at 12:30 PM when you depart from Istanbul. 

Students are advised to take precautions when travelling and consult the State Department for good and sensible information about travel. See Traveler’s Checklist: http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/checklist.html. 
The State Department also maintains a list of dangers and safety concerns for every country. Shepherd University urges you to consult the website for each country: 

For the most part, Europe is extremely safe; however, this does not mean that you should let down your guard. 
The course will consist of interactive lectures, guest speakers and tours. It is assumed that students will act in a manner that will reflect well on them, the faculty, Shepherd University and their home country. It is important to remember that we are guest. Much like taking a course on campus, when not involved in class activities students are free to pursue their interests; however, the rules of the Shepherd University’s Code of Conduct applies. For the safety of all members of the seminar, two additional rules apply. There can be no non-Shepherd or Shippensburg University visitors to hotel rooms and when touring, especially at night students cannot travel alone. 





HIST 360
Evolution of European Government and Society

Course Structure:   This is a study abroad course that features an in-depth focus on Global and European governmental and non-governmental decision-making and organizations, both from a contemporary and historical perspective.  The course meets in Scotland, Belgium, Netherland, Italy, Greece and Turkey.
 The program will employ hands-on learning in order to give students an experiential understanding of the history of European political thought and political systems. This is not your typical study abroad course where students go to a foreign country and take classes at a host university.  It uses a holistic approach that maximizes the international experience. 
The holistic experience means students should get an appreciation of not only European economic and political systems, but also gain an understanding of European society and culture, both past and present. To achieve this end, we will not only focus on historical trends of various states, but also compare these with contemporary issues. In addition we will consider changes in culture and society as depicted in the art and architectural treasures of Europe. 

Course Description:  This course is designed to provide the student with a background to current and historical trends in Europe by participating in briefings and observing politics in specific European countries. A core theme of the course is a discussion of how the political culture and historical events shape current politics. Additionally, students will consider how trends of globalization impact political developments in Europe in the twenty-first century. 

Learning Objectives:  Upon successfully completing this course, students will: 
· Understand the dynamic of citizenship and identity in modern European countries
· Appreciate and write knowledgably about the political culture of Europeans 
· Be able to distinguish and explain the different historical, demographic and cultural forces that impact current European politics 
· Be proficient in interacting with people from a different culture in a seminar and professional setting 


HIST 360 Required Readings:

Students will be responsible for the readings in the course packet handed out at the organizational meeting. 







Assignments

Pre-departure writing assignment (preparation): Read the assigned readings and take the following quizzes on Sakai:  
1. Church Quiz
2. Rome Quiz
3. Greece Quiz
4. Italian City State Quiz. 
5. Turley Quiz
All on-line work must be completed by midnight on May 14. 

Participation in Europe: The instructor considers this course to be a seminar (an exchange of ideas and information); thus your grade will be dependent on active participation in briefings and lectures. The student is expected to attend every briefing and class session. The journal assignment (listed below) will include your notes on briefings and visits. During our travels there will be times when the instructor will ask you to reflect on ideas, concepts and places we have visited. 

Journal Assignment:  You will turn in a typed journal by the end of the trip which will reflect your thoughts on the meetings as well as the answer to journal questions posed during the trip. Journal prompts will be given each day of activity in Europe. Final essay questions will be given in Europe that will be included in your journal. Your journal must be emailed to the instructor (cnbras@ship.edu) no later than noon on 23 June 2015. 

Media Presentation: You will be responsible for creating a five minute multi-media (power point, prezi, video) presentation on a topic of culture in Europe. Your topic could be for example within art, architecture, public history, traditions or folk culture, use of public space, religion, language, etc. You may choose a theme that illustrates some of the larger journal topic questions. 

Grading:
Your grade will be determined as follows: 
Preparation (online) – 30%
Participation – 20%
Journal Assignment – 40% 
Project – 10%

The face-to-face portion of this course begins at 9:30M (local time) at Newark International Airport and ends at 12:30 PM when you depart from Istanbul. 

Students are advised to take precautions when travelling and consult the State Department for good and sensible information about travel. See Traveler’s Checklist: http://travel.state.gov/content/passports/english/go/checklist.html. 
The State Department also maintains a list of dangers and safety concerns for every country. Shepherd University urges you to consult the website for each country: 




For the most part, Europe is extremely safe; however, this does not mean that you should let down your guard. 
The course will consist of interactive lectures, guest speakers and tours. It is assumed that students will act in a manner that will reflect well on them, the faculty, Shepherd University and their home country. It is important to remember that we are guest. Much like taking a course on campus, when not involved in class activities students are free to pursue their interests; however, the rules of the Shepherd University’s Code of Conduct applies. For the safety of all members of the seminar, two additional rules apply. There can be no non-Shepherd or Shippensburg University visitors to hotel rooms and when touring, especially at night students cannot travel alone. 


