Celtic Roots and Global Appalachia

Spain and France, May 7-18, 2019



APST 430/530 Celtic Roots
APST 431/531 Celtic Roots Practicum

Contact: Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt, APST Director

SShurbut@shepherd.edu
Registration at                                                                                          https://worldstrides.com/custom/celtic-roots-in-spain-and-france/
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Celtic Roots and Global Appalachia is a global studies experience that allows students to explore their Celtic Roots, either through study abroad or travel.  A cornerstone the Shepherd University Appalachian Studies program, the Celtic Roots course and travel adventure are designed to expose students to Celtic heritage associated with “place.”  The 2019 course will bring students an understanding of Celtic traditions and storytelling associated with both Spain and France, as we explore writers and works connected to these exciting parts of the world.  Students will read Karen Spears Zacharias’ Burdy and travel to Bayeux, France, setting for this WWII story.  Other writers with Celtic ties are James Joyce, Oscar Wilde, Ernest Hemingway, F. Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, and Paula McLain, whose The Paris Wife tells the story of Hadley Hemingway and explores the figures associated with Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises.  Travelers will stroll the streets of Pamplona, Spain, the haunting terrain of Toledo and Segovia, and the vibrant cities of Madrid, the heritage village of Saint-Emilion, and Bayeux, near the WWII landing site at Normandy Beach.  However, the highlight of the travel adventure will be the City of Lights Paris, as students and community members search for their own Celtic Roots.
Itinerary:

May 7: Depart Dulles
May 8, Madrid: Travelers will be met at the airport by a local tour guide who will accompany us to the Hotel Agumar Madrid (https://www.hotelmadridagumar.com/en/location/), close to the Art Triangle in the city center.  We dine on our own and catch a great night’s sleep for events tomorrow.

May 9, Madrid: Rising refreshed, we’ll enjoy a half-day orientation and literary tour of Madrid with a local guide, and after lunch on your own there will be time to explore some of the museums and sights of the city that have caught your eye.  The Royal Palace, the Prado, San Miguel Market or the National Archeological Museum are all in the offing, or you may want to spend a few leisurely hours at the Casa Botin, Hemingway’s favorite restaurant where he set the final scene in The Sun Also Rises, or a later favorite La Cerveceria Alemana on the Plaza Santa Ana. The day is yours and a Welcome Dinner provided by World Strides will close your first experiences in Madrid.
May 10, Segovia: We’ll meet in the hotel lobby to depart for the UNESCO World Heritage Sight of Segovia, the ancient Spanish city with its Celtic roots and an astounding Roman aqueduct, its glorious gothic cathedral, and the Alcazar (entrances are included).  Lunch on your own and explore the city before we meet at the aqueduct to bus back to Madrid. The evening is yours.
May 11, Toledo: Made famous by El Greco’s painting, Toledo is an enchanting multicultural city perched on a mountain top.  Our local guide will share the wonders of the city and its Moorish, Jewish, Christian heritage in a 3-hour tour, after which you can explore the winding streets, lunch on your own, enjoying a stroll through the Monasterio de San Juan de los Reyes, the Plaza de Zocodover, and majestic panoramas.  Afternoon finds us back in Madrid enjoying the city and preparing for our transfer the following day to Pamplona.                                                    
May 12, Pamplona:  We leave Madrid and drive north to the Basque city of Pamplona, the city of the bulls and setting for Hemingway’s The Sun Also Rises.  Lunch on your own and spend the afternoon exploring the Fortress Walls of the city, Hemingway’s favorite Café Iruña, the Plaza de Toros, the Plaza del Castillo, Calle Mercado and Calle Eslava.  We’ll stay the night at Pamplona Cathedral Hotel (https://www.expedia.com/Pamplona-Hotels-Pamplona-Catedral-Hotel.h2949573.Hotel-Information?chkin=9%2F9%2F2018&chkout=9%2F10%2F2018&rm1=a2&hwrqCacheKey=336a11bd-b85c-4518-b7ca-e5065e005c43HWRQ1536494375919&cancellable=false&regionId=6055256&vip=false&c=5f976f16-7463-43fc-961a-2b8a9a59601d&), located in the city center. The evening is yours in this romantic city made famous by Hemingway and revisited by McLain.
May 13, the South of France and Wine Country: Today we depart to drive north, stopping in the enchanting village of Saint-Emilion for the famous Winery Tour.  Saint-Émilion is another UNESCO World Heritage site (admission included).  The afternoon will find us on our way to the university town of Poitiers, where we will stay the night at the Hotel de l’Europe (https://www.hotel-europe-poitiers.com/en/), with its charming gardens and antique eloquence in the city center.
May 14, Paris:   The morning takes us to Paris, where we will be met with a local guide who will take us on a 4-hour orientation tour of the city.  Afternoon check-in at the Holiday Inn Paris Opera Grands Boulevarde (https://www.ihg.com/holidayinn/hotels/us/en/paris/parpp/hoteldetail) precedes our cruise on the Seine, for another perspective of the City of Lights from the river that runs through it (included).
May 15, Paris: Today you are free to explore this grand city.  You may want to take one of the hop-on tour buses for the excellent audio giving historic information about the distinctive neighborhoods of Paris; or you may want to visit the Louvre, the Musee d’Orsay, the Eiffel Tower, the Musee Rodin, Palais-Royal Gardens, or Montmatre.  A day trip to Palace of Versailles  may strike your fancy.  The hotel concierge will help you organize your adventure.

May 16, Bayeux: A private coach will take us into Normandy to explore the medieval city of Bayeux.  Outside of Paris, Normandy and Brittany are the two most Celtic parts of France, retaining this distinction even today.  We’ll tour the Tapestry Museum with its 70-meter woven object d’art celebrating the 1066 Normandy invasion of England (included).  We’ll see the Cathedral that figures prominently in Karen Spears Zacharias’ Burdy (Shepherd’s Appalchian Heritage WIR, http://www.shepherd.edu/ahwirweb/zacharias/).  Lunch and explore on your own before we head for Omaha Beach and the sight of the D-Day Landing.  The drive back to Paris will still leave you time to enjoy an evening at a Parisian café or the famous  Shakespeare and Company Bookstore across from Notre Dame Cathredral.
May 17, Paris: Your final day in Paris is free to follow your bliss, with literary figures calling you if you are inclined or some other adventure.  Visit Hemingway’s favorite haunts in the Latin Quarter of the Left Bank or the “Hemingway Bar” at the Paris Ritz where Fitzgerald and Hemingway drank together, the Brasserie Lipp on Boulevard Saint-Germain where the same fare is served today that the Lost Generation enjoyed, the Musee Carnavalet or Museum of History of Paris, find the graves of Oscar Wilde in the Cimetiere du Pere-Lachaise or Samuel Beckett at Montparnasse.  However, a must see before you leave Paris is the Shakespeare and Company Bookstore near Notre Dame Cathedral, . . . or you may merely want to find a Paris café near the cathedral, sip a glass of Pinot, and watch the Parisians. Our farewell dinner provided by World Strides will give us the opportunity to share our fondest Celtic Roots adventures.
May 18, Paris to Dulles: Gather your memories and muse about the enchanting adventures you’ve had while you have revisited your Celtic Roots.

 Saint-Emilion, Bordeaux

To register for the Celtic Roots, Global Appalachia Spain and France tour, go to the Appalachian Studies website at http://www.shepherd.edu/appalachian/ and click on Celtic Roots and Global Appalachia OR find the World Strides link at https://worldstrides.com/custom/celtic-roots-in-spain-and-france/.  Enter the registration site by using the Shepherd University password: celticroots2019.

Program Ground Cost (added airfare is $650):
$3070
Twin occupancy for participants throughout the tour based on a minimum of 15 travelers and 1 program leader.

$2811
Twin occupancy for participants throughout the tour based on a minimum of 20 travelers and 1 program leader.

$936
Supplement for single accommodations throughout the tour.

Included in Ground Cost:

3 English speaking trained local guides

1 Program leader and tour director

All breakfasts, two group dinners

Transportation by modern motor coach, transportation transfers, and Madrid/Paris Metro passes
Tourist and Heritage Sight Admissions

Gratuities for included meals, guides, and drivers
Wireless hotel internet access
Also Included in Ground Cost:


  Admissions to Segovia cathedral and Alcazar, Toledo Alcazar, Monasterio de San Juan de los Reyes, Saint-Emilion Winery Tour, Paris’s Notre Dame Cathedral, La Conciergerie, River Cruise on Seine, Bayeux Tapestry Museum entrance, Omaha Beach/D-Day.
3- and 4-star hotels: 

Hotel Agumar Madrid (4 nights)

Pamplona Cathedral Hotel (1 night)

Hotel de l’Europe, Poitiers (1 night)

Holiday Inn Paris Opera Grands Boulevard (4 nights)
What Is Not Included in the Cost?
Beverages and lunches

Optional excursions

Stay-over options at the end of the tour
Medical insurance, baggage insurance, and extended Tour Cancellation/Interruption Plan

Optional gratuities/tips

What are the Dates to note?
December 1, 2018: $500 Deposit to Hold Traveler’s Place upon Registration, World Strides website (tour cuts off at 20)
February 1, 2019: Second Payment due: $1285.00
March 8, 2019: Remaining Balance Due
May 7-18, 2019: Spain and France Celtic Roots Tour
What Course Credit Will be awarded for the Celtic Roots Course and Travel Practicum?
listnum "WP List 2" \l 1 APST 430/530, Celtic Roots and Global Appalachia (3)

listnum "WP List 2" \l 1 APST 431/531, Appalachian Studies Travel Practicum (3) 

3) Life-Long Learning Course for community member not wishing University credit (To travel on Shepherd University Tours, everyone must be registered for University affiliation and everyone must carry travel insurance.)  
How do I get started?     

Sign up at https://worldstrides.com/custom/celtic-roots-in-spain-and-france/ (password is celticroots2019) and email Dr. Sylvia Bailey Shurbutt at SShurbut@shepherd.edu to reserve a space in Celtic Roots and Global Appalachia Study Tour, as the tour cuts off at 20 travelers. All travelers on this Shepherd tour must carry either Shepherd or WorldStrides insurance. 
