European Study Tour, ART 339A, ART 552 3 cr.

Instructor: Mark Webber, Ryan Ward
Contact: mfwebber@maryu.marywood.edu
Program Goal:  To help the student achieve success as an artist within one of several disciplines.
Course Description

This course is a multi-disciplinary class designed primarily by the instructor but with options and goals chosen by the student. A studio elective, the primary goal of this course is to build a portfolio of small and larger works relating to an area of focus. The area of focus can be as broad or specific as the student likes, and can be changed or adjusted as the student’s interests shift while abroad.
The course revolves around a week-long visit to a European city, or in this case, two cities, that are rich in art and cultural resources. This year the destination are Padua and Venice, Italy. Prior to the trip, the student creates a plan covering the area of focus and media, and there are three contact hours with the class covering cultural questions, trip planning, currency issues, historical background of the city, etc. During the trip, the student is required to attend all lectures and field trips and create work within one or two disciplines, usually drawing and photography. Upon return, the student continues working with imagery produced while abroad and creates new works based on and influenced by work made and seen on the journey. Finally, all of the students on the trip are required to work together mounting an exhibition of selected works produced.

Cultural Immersion.

Notions of the cultural influences on art merit close study and can be explored in detail, and at least one hour will be spent in preparation of uncommon aspects of the host culture. All students will become acquainted with a few basic social rules and expectations and some basic vocabulary. Use of foreign language is not required, but attempts at rudimentary communication are encouraged.
Venice and Padua as Host Cultures:

Medieval and Renaissance art are represented with astonishing abundance in Padua and Venice. Understanding the layout of Venice in particular is a continuing challenge playing a role in the visit.

Student Work:
Students will determine the issues they wish to address in their work, however, the instructor may address other issues raised by the work. Students work frequently on their own, and the instructor meets with the students about five times to critique while in Italy. Additional critiques take place upon return. Students will determine the number of works to be produced based on the scale of the works, but it should be stressed that since much of the work is done independently, both quantity and quality will be among the criteria for grading.  Meeting times will be arranged for the convenience of both instructor and student. Individual and group critiques take place, as well as less formal discussions of the work of the student and that of artists of the past.

Course Goals

The student will develop their skills and increase their familiarity with their materials. If another discipline is the student’s major, exploration of the relationships between disciplines will be an important element.

The student will develop a better understanding of the language of visual art and it’s interdisciplinary applications, and as a result, the student will develop his/her sensibility.

A better understanding of the host culture will be achieved and a body of work will be produced.

Outcomes
The student will develop a portfolio of work derived from the travel experience. 

Assessment
Grades are based primarily on growth, not talent. Demonstrating what is already known is not as useful as demonstrating new understanding and skill. Because of the independent nature of the class, a large amount of work is expected to be in process. It should be noted that the student’s ability to absorb and function well in the city of Paris is part of the course.
Participation in critiques and in the exhibition arrangements will be a factor in grading, but the primary criteria will be the students’ ability to meet their own goals as set at the outset of the course. 

Participation in the final exhibit will also be observed for grading.  

Course Requirements
1.
Attendance is required at all meetings and museum visits 

2.
Assignments include keeping a daily sketch book, a portfolio of photographs relating to    an area of focus and a final project for exhibition.

3. 
Grading criteria breakdown: the success of each project is judged by the criteria enumerated for each project

4. 
Grading rubrics involve the listing of criteria for each problem.

5. Late or incomplete work will be discussed by individual professors in class

6. Verbal participation in critiques is required

7. Specific course consequences for plagiarism will be described in detail by professor

8. Course schedule/calendar  - it should be noted that compositional concerns of design and  contrast are primary issues in all projects
CORE competencies 

1. The continued practice of solving visual problems will train the student to think critically and creatively in both the theoretical and practical aspects of life.

2. The practice of identifying criteria and evaluating the relative success of art will train the student to enjoy beauty, both natural and humanly created.

3. The text book and the practice of participating in critiques will train the student to read, write and speak effectively.

4. The practice of composition and depiction of space will train the student to reason abstractly and mathematically.

Instructional/Teaching approach: 

Guided tours of Museums and other venues featuring art.

Critiques of student work

Demonstrations and lectures

Academic Honesty

The Marywood University community functions best when its members treat one another with honesty, fairness, and trust.  The entire community, students and faculty alike, recognize the necessity and accept the responsibility for academic honesty.  Students must realize that deception for individual gain is an offense against the entire community.  Cheating and plagiarism are behaviors destructive of the learning process and of the ethical standards expected of all students at both the graduate and undergraduate levels.

Students have a responsibility to know and adhere to the University's Academic Honesty policy.  Violations of this academic honesty statement or the intent of this statement carry consequences.  University procedures for investigation of alleged violations of this policy ensure that students are protected from arbitrary or capricious disciplinary action.  Initial sanctions for violations of academic honesty ordinarily are determined by the course instructor.  The faculty member will employ a range of sanctions, from a minimum of a failing grade for the specific coursework in which the infraction occurred to a maximum of a failing grade for the entire course.   If necessary, the chairperson and/or academic dean may become involved in investigating the allegation of academic dishonesty and the determination of sanctions.  The faculty member will file a report with the office of the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, with copy to the faculty member's department chairperson and the student's academic dean.  An academic dean may also choose at any time to inform the Dean of Students of charges of academic dishonesty for adjudication in the University conduct system. Likewise, a member of the University community may submit a conduct report against a student, group of students, or student organization for alleged violations of the Academic Honesty policy to the Dean of Students, who will inform the appropriate academic dean for possible adjudication. The Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs will maintain a register of established cases of academic dishonesty in order to identify an individual student's pattern of violation.  Two established cases of academic dishonesty will result in suspension from the University; three established cases will result in dismissal.

In a case in which the student is involved with violations of both academic and discipline policies from the same incident, the Dean of Students and the cognizant Academic Dean of the college or school in which the student is enrolled will confer regarding sanctions to assess their academic impact and to assure that a consistent message is communicated to the student.

Definitions

Cheating is defined as but not limited to the following:

1. having unauthorized material and/or electronic devices during an examination without the permission of the instructor;

2. copying from another student or permitting copying by another student in a testing situation;

3. communicating exam questions to another student;

4. completing an assignment for another student, or submitting an assignment done by another student, e.g., exam, paper, laboratory or computer report;

5. collaborating with another student in the production of a paper or report designated as an individual assignment;

6. submitting work purchased from a commercial paper writing service;

7. submitting out-of-class work for an in-class assignment;

8. changing grades or falsifying records;

9. stealing or attempting to steal exams or answer keys, or retaining exams without authorization;

10. submitting an identical assignment to two different classes without the permission of the instructors;

11. falsifying an account of data collection unless instructed to do so by the course instructor;

12. creating the impression, through improper referencing, that the student has read material that was not read;

13. artificially contriving material or data and submitting them as fact;

14. failing to contribute fairly to group work while seeking to share in the credit;

15. collaborating on assignments that were not intended to be collaborative.

Plagiarism is defined as the offering as one's own work the words, sentence structure, ideas, existing imagery, or arguments of another person without appropriate attribution by quotation, reference, or footnote.  It includes quoting, paraphrasing, or summarizing the works of others without appropriate citation.  No claim of ignorance about the nature of plagiarism will excuse a violation.

Procedures

The student has a right to appeal sanctions resulting from academic dishonesty.   A student who decides to file a formal grievance must submit the request in writing to the departmental Chair or the Dean.  This is ordinarily done within thirty working days of the date an alleged incident occurred or a problem began.  The necessary form is available from the Academic Dean of the college or school where the alleged problem occurred.  The Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs is the final recourse in the academic appeal process.

Academic Accommodations for Students with Documented Disabilities 

Marywood University complies with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 as amended by the ADA Amendments Act of 2008. Students with disabilities who need special accommodations must submit documentation of the disability to the Office of Disability Services, Liberal Arts Center 223B, in order for reasonable accommodations to be granted. The Office of Disability Services will partner with students to determine the appropriate accommodations and, in cooperation with the instructor, will work to ensure that all students have a fair opportunity to perform in this class. Students are encouraged to notify instructors and the Office of Disability Services as soon as they determine accommodations are necessary; however, documentation will be reviewed at any point in the semester upon receipt.  Specific details of the disability will remain confidential between the student and the Office of Disability Services unless the student chooses to disclose or there is legitimate academic need for disclosure on a case-by-case basis.  For assistance, please contact Diane Webber, Associate Director of Disability Services, at 570.348.621
