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SUMMER SESSION 2015 Study Abroad IN EUROPE
History 360/Political Science 432
EVOLUTION OF EUROPEAN GOVERNMENT AND SOCIETY
COURSE CONTENT 
Course Objectives 
This is a study abroad course offered jointly through Shepherd University and Shippensburg University that features an in-depth focus on Italy and Belgium.  There will also be visits to Geneva, Switzerland; Trier, Germany and Strasbourg, France.  
The program consists of two, three credit hour courses, 3 upper division Political Science  credits and 3 upper division credits in History.  This includes an initial three week online course followed by a three weeks study abroad course in Europe. 
The program will employ hands-on learning in order to give the students an experiential understanding of the history of European political thought and political systems. This is not your typical study abroad course where students go to a foreign country and take classes at a host university.  It is a holistic approach that maximizes the international experience. 

The holistic experience means students should get an appreciation of not only the history of European political systems, but gain an understanding of European society and culture both past and present. To achieve this end, we will not only focus on historical trends of various states, but also compare these with
We provide an intense three week on-line course that students are required to complete before leaving. We find this to be very helpful in giving an intellectual basis for the history of Europe and the politics of modern Europe. Thus prepared, students are able to fully understand and appreciate the speakers, lectures and sites visited while on the trip.  The experiential nature of study abroad gives students an opportunity to experience first hand the subject matter they have been studying. Non-American history and political science can often seem to be very abstract to the typical student. By immersing students in the culture, history and institutions of foreign countries they are much more likely to develop a greater understanding of those subjects. 

Example of Course Content (content changes from year to year with itinerary changes) 

The course is broken into seven sections. All sections are presented on-line using the Blackboard Course Management System. The course is to be completed over three weeks prior to departure.  Each section has lecture, reading and assessment components.  Upon return students are also required to write a paper assessing some of the themes discussed in the course in relation to their experiences on the trip. 

Sections

Greece
Ancient Greece provided Europe with the foundations of political systems, philosophical and scientific traditions, as well as literary, architectural and artistic aesthetics.  It is impossible to understand the foundation of European government and society without starting at Europe's origins. In this section we will focus on the foundations of political philosophy as articulated and critiqued by the ancient Greeks themselves.


Components


Introductory Lecture


Lecture: The Athenian Origins of Democracy


Reading:  Aristotle on Politics


Reading: Pericles  Funeral Oration


Reading: Article on Mykonos and Delos


Quiz: Short Answer Quiz on Lectures and Readings

Rome: The Ideal

The Roman Empire lasted for 1,000 years and left an indelible mark on the political, social and cultural identity of Europe.  Much of European history after the fourth century can be seen as an attempt to get back to Rome. Some followed the Roman republican ideal others the imperial. In this section we will examine the origins, developments and contributions of both.   


Components


Lecture: Rome from Republic to Empire


Readings: Republican Rome Article


Readings: Roman Society Article


Readings: The Roman Empire Article


Written Assignment: 3 – 5 page essay on the impact of Roman government and society




      on the city of Rome.

The European Union
The European Union is an entity that has never been tried in history.  Twenty seven countries have voluntarily joined forced to create the largest economic bloc in the world.  They have a governmental structure and law making power.  Some feel it is like the United States of Europe while others see it as Confederation of States.  It is hard to label but is a fascinating entity and at the heart of understanding modern Europe.


Components


Lecture: Introduction to the European Union


Readings: From Europa: The European Union in 12 Lessons


Assignment: Students explore a website on issues facing the European Union


Quiz: 20 multiple Choice Questions

The Church
One of the most amazing characteristics of European history is how individual nations have maintained their diverse cultures in such a small geographic area. Political unification has happened only twice, once under the Roman Empire and currently under the European Union. After the fall of Rome, the Church stepped in to act as the only unifier of Europeans for over 1,000 years. In this section we will look at the role of the Church in European history.


Components


Lecture: Church and State in the Medieval and Early Modern World


Readings: Selections from the Medieval Sourcebook – primary sources 


Readings: Students explore the website for the Vatican Museum 


Readings: The History of St. Peter’s Basilica 


Readings: Students explore the website for the Sistine Chapel


Quiz: Short answer quiz on readings


Written Assignment: Student write 2 short essays on Vatican and Sistine sites

NATO and Security Issues
In this component we examine the evolution of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization and the security relationship between the U.S. and Europe. We will examine both the historical context and the contemporary situation and issues.


Components


Introductory Lecture 


Online lectures: Students view a series of lectures that are given in video form by 




a number of speakers from NATO


Readings: Students read a series of current events articles from major news organizations


Assignment: Students must find and summarize current events articles on NATO from 



international news sources 


Quiz: Short answer quiz on NATO

City States
Due to a revival of long distance trade and booming commercial economy the city of Florence, Italy in the fifteenth century witnessed a confluence of economic, cultural, social and political events which reflects their attempt to revive the Republican ideal, the power of the Church and the rise of a new type of oligarchic government. The revival of trade also affected northern Europe, particularly an area that was known as Flanders and was a powerful French duchy and is modern day Belgium. The city of Bruges which we will be visiting was a medieval sister city in many ways to medieval and Renaissance Florence.  In this section we will examine this unique confluence which led to the greatest intellectual movement in Europe's history, the Renaissance.


Components


Lecture: Medieval City States Bruges and Florence


Lecture: The Italian City-States


Readings: Selections from Machiavelli’s The Prince,  History of Florence and The 
Discourses


Readings: Article on Siena’s Il Palio horse race


Readings: Students are to explore a PBS web site on the Medici family


Quiz: Short answer quiz on city-states

International Organizations and Globalization
This section examines the trend towards an increasingly interdependent world.  This section is by far the the most time consuming and reading intensive section of all of them.  Good luck.


Components


Lecture: International Organizations and Globalization


Readings: Students read 9 chapters of The Lexus and the Olive Tree


Readings: Students read 3 chapters of Are We Rome


Readings: Students read article on Ireland and globalizations


Quiz: Essay quiz on readings

The Instructors
Dr. Sally Brasher and Dr. Niel Brasher will be conducting the program.  Sally is a professor  in the History Department at Shepherd. Niel is a professor in the Political Science department at Shippensburg University. He spent two years running The American University's highly successful study abroad program in Brussels. He has previously taken twelve different university groups to Europe.   Sally has done extensive research in Italy and Belgium and has taken five different university groups to Europe.  

